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CHINA g
PHOTOGRAPHY AND TEXT
MARC RIBOUD

Marc Riboud and his companion, the journalist ferent. The thought process and the very reasons for = -.: .
K. 5. Karol, travelled throughout China, except for living constitute additional screens masking the oriental i
Peking and Shanghai, on their own with an interpreter  fagade. The replies you hear through the medium of ¢
always present. They were able to visit both faverable  the inlerpreier are usuclly ready-made formulas, recit- R
and unfavorable areas and cenditions of China and  als of the official viewpoint and the “‘correct aftitude,” = =
witness the second-rate enterprises as well. and they are always dictated by the desire to follow the |
They visited 20 communes each with 20,000 to 35,000 party line. One gets the impression that one could learn Ly
inhabitants, from the bonks of the Sungari, where the as much by translating Jeamin Jihpgo, the Peking |+
Siberian wind blows, to the deep fropical south on the  People’s Daily. Dialogue as we know it, in which the
Burmese border. This trip encompamsed 16,000 miles, personality of those talking comes across, is almost ::_ _1:
from Harbin border to Manning, close to Morth Viet-  unknown. YWhat do the Chinese think ! What are their *
nam and cromed twelve of the eighteen Chinese innermost concerns! How do they see the regime! _;'!-
provinces. We were told by some foreigners thal even affer several =
In June of 1965 Riboud returned from his four-month  years of residence they could not answer these ques- Y
journey and in 1957 spent the same length of time there.  tions. The way officials Iry 1o vaunt the regime and = =8
VWith his own explanalory text and captions and his extol its results sometimes ends in anlagonizing the *:réllt'
i
F

mes! perceplive eye he perirays China, its people and most sympaothetic visitor. “Before the liberation,” o ¥h
g

its land and most of all China foday. “After the liberation™ become slogans as fedious as 1

anything invented by Madison Avenue. by

“The best, and possibly the only way of discovering Thus, it is better to see, to look than fo listen. A walk ,r*

China is to look at it. In every other country, human through the streels of Peking, across the rice paddies ]

contacts help. In Algiers, Warsaw, San Franeisco, of Kwangsi, or the loess terraces of Shensl, able to :
Cuba, Moscow, elc., innumerable exchanges and dis- record visually the unstudied gesture, the unguarded 500
cussions with students, members of labour unions, and expression, was worth more than a dozen “explana- Lk
arfists help one to complete and add definition fo visual  tions™' MARC RIBOUD |
impressions. This is not pessible In China. Fer the
foreigner, even If he speaks Chinese, direct and spon-

The lexi and pholegraphs are lakes from ihe Book THE THREE

taneous communicalion is practically non-existent. It is SANNERS OF CHINA, published by The Macrillen Company, New TS
not only the language and the customs which are dif- Yerk, and Collier Macmillon Canada LM, Torenio, Ownlaria,
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Cover To increase productivily, the names and porirails

of deserving workers are posfed up af the faclory gates. The

dulherifies have largely obolished the profil motive, frying

o fo replace It with “socialist emulalion’. However, bonuses

et gre somelimes owarded, although they are small end form
less than 10 per cent of the pay check.

P. 5 Overlooked by Tien An Men, the gateway fo the old
i imperial palace, these houses in old Peking are only one
story high. They were not permitted fo be higher than the
walls of the ‘Forbidden Cily'. All that was picluresque and
all the poverfy in old Ching used fo spread through these
narrow alleys.

P.11 The People’s Communes have brough! enormous
changes in the life of the Chinese peasants. Bul they have
nal altered, and passibly will nol alter for some lime, the
basic movements or oge-old implemenis of these Fwo
peasan! women from the south,

P.12 Pupils’ pails and towels in the corner of a secondary
school dormitory. This poverly 12 mol only diclaled by

P. &6 With ifls seven million inhaobilanis, Shanghai is ihe
third largest cily in the world. On Sunday the inhabifants
like to go for sfrolls in the streels. The sfores remain open.

economic circumstances: il is part of the educalional
discipline impased upon young Chinese, who are conslantly
being reminded of the hard life of the young Mao.

Everywhere, on the walls, there are educotional slogans.

" The one in the background says: ‘Gel in the habit of not i

Ruhr, ity greafest indusirial complex. Some of the 15,000

In old Manchuria, the Anshen sleelworks are China’s

[ [~ the gr ndom.”

L R SLOS SOMC.l. workers leave work.

.'l“ P.14 1,440 miles seporate Peking (Beijin) from Canfon
. P.7 In Harbin, in the north, four female students spend

{ﬂuung:hn-u,l. H-H'jr'ﬂg and Gu#ﬂg:hﬂu daré the ramanized
Chinese phonetic Ironscriptions of the choracters. It tokes
forly-six hours for the express [ Tekual) fo liak the hwo cities.
S1afT sell travellers fea bags and regularly fop up glasses

"~ their afternoon on the banks of the Sungeri, o fributary of
: the Amur. They siill wear piglails, bul there is o growing
bt frend amangs! youngsiers in favour of short hair. *If fakes us
3 too long fo plait them every morning, they say.

e and cups with hof waler. The trains are slow but punclual,
Pt ond very cleon.

5 /

-L{‘: E‘ P. 8-9 All the way along the Yellow River, the loess, which P15 An wnusual sight, which you could no longer see
u-; _!. is @ very good soil for wheal, is cuf info ferraces. Each yeor, loday. On a Peking sireel, on aristocral, wrapped in her
ﬁ;‘:‘ i 12 millien more Chinese must be fed and, in order lo  jndifference, passes like a stranger through a world which
“\‘F'-g. objain arable land, the peasanls make new ferraces in  ghe no longer recognizes. This picture was taken in 1957,
I.J";f' theze mountaing every year, sometimes on the edge of great _ :

j-.f‘én_‘,.‘-'.__ precipices. P.1& This female agricultural labourer works on a slale
r.‘?‘|' farm. With her chopsticks still in her hand, she is leaving
!1._.‘-;':'- the conleen and is reading China Youth. The big headline
:,#"': P.10 In order fo profect themselves against the frequent  reads: “Successful explosion of second Chinese alomic
S heavy downpours of this region, the schoolchildren of bomb.' The second headline reads: 'Three million demon-
f'-,,; *_'- Kwangsi carry enormous sfraw hafs on their backs. They are  siralors parade in support of the Dominican Republic.' In

arder fo read a newipaper, you need lo know 3,000-4,000
characlers.

= corefully honded down from generation fo generation and
" will serve the boys and girls throughout their lives.




