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COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAM and the United States are fi-
nally on the road to peace—not because either side is winning the war
but because neither side can. It will be a long, hard road, for it's always
easier to get into a war than to get out—gracefully. And as we travel this
road in the months ahead, many Americans will wonder how three ad-
ministrations managed to delude themselves and the nation so con-
vincingly and so long. For only stubborn self-delusion can explain our
refusal to see that the Viet-
namese who fought hardest
fought for nationalism and ifs
living symbol, Ho Chi Minh—
not for the generals of Saigon; \
that patriotism morethancom-

munism is what made them
stand up to American might;
and that our soldiers in Asia
looked no different to many of
the long-suffering Vietnamese
than the French who had been
there earlier. Self-delusion has
cost us dearly in blood, treas-
ure, prestige, bitter dissent,
strained alliances and neglect- 3
ed priorities. It has cost the | -- -;,r

North Vietnamese dearly too. But after more than 25 years of battling
agamst strangers in their midst, they are wHImg to go on paying the
price. This is what Marc Riboud discovered in North Vietnam before
and after the November bombing halt. He talked with the top Com-
munist leaders—Ho Chi Minh, Pham Van Dong and Gen. Vo Nguyen
Giap. He took hundreds of historic pictures like the one above show-
ing how supplies get to the front. His story begins on the next page.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARC RIBOUD
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Shouts of
“Gion-Son, Gion-Son!”

mean that U.S.

planes are near
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They stay
skeptical about
the halt

in the bombing
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Above a bomb crater, the pace is quick-time
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“The Catholic A proecession
Church here is fu:l-} Ho is ;

pre-Vatican mix of piety
Couneil IL"” and patriotism
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Ho’s allies

pile

Haiphong’s docks
high with aid
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Unanswered:
“Would you

invite 0. S.

postwar trade?”

“While they vse Russian bullifseers and power shoy
els,”" Marc Hibowd olbserves, “much of the work done
by the North Vielnamese is done the wav it was cens
furees aga. Bl they won® o take their cowmtry ot
of the mied, T heeir enerey, when COmfkLT o Lis Al ael
some of theie peighilos= (o Soewihexst Asia, 1= exbrmo
dimary, Aiv oflicial gold sise that .I.--lui:.- thie lmiang
—which began Felivuary 7, PMe—tlhey lave acbealls
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‘ L :\,l'l- !‘. I|.|'|||_ bt b= a0 iremeenddons advanee,”™
The MNorth Vietnainesa, =ays Bilsaald, are l=oth
prowd and resclate, and they are aleeady loaking i
wand to the time when they will be feee of war's ray
nges, The emgibinses on edacalion = ol ane exam e
In discussing pslwir plans for his mation, e
mier Yan Dane asked Rilomd @ “What are you goinge
1o dio Bor Vicknam after the war i over ¥ What 1= vous
|.|-||.|'|l|.|- e of Lyagi= in Franee eandlir o ilar foir i cpln
like Hae™ W will pebugiled oqir mation witl the | .I!. af
aif [gicils, We swill iavile techisicaans ammd scientiafs
lo ke Qo ¥Wictoom like missposarnies! And what a
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