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[n Poland the Communist
nations face the first

major defection from their
ranks. The Poles draw
inspiration in this modern
struggle from deep in

their past. The Roman
Catholic Church and the
desire for national
independence in this almost
mediaeval landscape

are old and powerful forces

Poland’s Catholecrsm daites ¢ 1o the 1h
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She 5AYs that: *

Pale held hos

just a nation of drunkards and scrou 3
Rebellion and anti-Russian feeling are

also Fohsh traditions. Marx wrote that the

couniry was the “thermometer of the inten-

sity and vitality of all revolutions since | :
Poland has penodically been engorged by

her r|-:|!.'hl111|:|r'1 Cathernne the [ Swall-

loveed part of the country in the First Pari-

| tion of Poland in 1772, IF the Bussiins werne

unloved belore. they have been hated sir
Two later Partitions pul more than hall
couniry under Hussian rule. There were
blocdy anti-Tsarist revolts up to 1914

f|||. W Polsh independence  Ehad
:.m-:rl_..u' after the First War was

1 £. Sacond, MNaz
e West in 1939 ;

[he Kussiar
Polish Army officers at Katyn F ] i,
Though the Russians have tnied (o blame the
Giermans, no Pole believes the Mans wene
responsible For this partecular atrocaty

By 1947 Poland was firmly under 2 Com-

| MUnSl SoVErnme Alk wis a2 Russian
1
| safellite. | he Poles e ol Lhemselves
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POLAND: LIVING|NEXT TO THE BEAR

Special photo report

by Marc Riboud
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Lech Walesa (above) with MMagdalena, one of his six children, and his bero,
the Pope. The fermer elecinician boas bed le for freedom sinee it bBepan.
He draws on hix faith: ““Without religion | would be a dangerous man™
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I'he strikes siarted when Anna
Waleniynowice (left) was sack-
cd from hér job as & crame
aperalor in Gdamsk for onien
i-l-i.'li'lll:l-. The profests swelled
info the movement that top

Party boss Fdward i -
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foke says the amborities ordered meat shops o be three

Pales queue for meat, bread, vepetabld
il apart, S0 UEUES i bl gk gl mrixed . Jacek Kuron
righi) is a key figure, He beads the Self-Delonce Com
itlee, KOK, which protecis individual rights, pablsbes
landetine journabe His arrist for sedlimg up a *rorminal
Hpanisation™ led to sirikes, 8 pew concepl for which a
ord bad 1o be coimed (far right). He was release
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